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Rewald Blocked Security
‘Check, CIA Man Says

By Charles Memminger
Star-Bulletin Writer

Rewald managed to0
.@'{f’."&c x d check %n him
amo %duw:':ho fact u:‘xt

role wilh the agency was ex-
, It was disclosed yester-

ohe Mason. s former ClA
destine operations officer

o now works for the agency
contract, said thst he tugest-

o e A ey mo ack.
‘s reques a .
?r.b‘in& .gggk be made on Re
wuml was auenpu:u 0 O:rt
smargency “lght commer-
ST i e
w company. .
Rewald already e

called R&H

Mason s the fourth CIA em-

loyee o testify at Rewalds
yodcnl traud .

Hs said ClA l&o.m Charles
Richardson, using alias Rich-
ard Cavanaugh, needed a ¢om-
mercial cover by the end of
June 1979 as part of an East
Coast operation.

The gvet would allow Rich-
ardson to hapnd outl business
cards indentif him as an em-

loyee of . I apyone called
§ ‘l% vorﬂdhh‘cmp:oy“lg:cnkt,

ewald would act as -
atop,” confir Richardson’s
iation with

“Richardson had a specific tar

S ould be some suspicies of
e sus n
background.” lmonputd.

THE AGENCY already Imew
of Rewald's willingness to pro-
vide covers because of his associ-
ation with the Homolulu ClA
field office. Rewald had estad-
lished a close personal relation-
ship with Jack Kindschi, then
head of the office.

Kindschi had notified the ClA
Cover Staft of Rewald's continu-
ing offer to do more for the
agency.

Mason, who worked in the

Rewald

. cover division, met with

fn Los Angeles in June 1979 fn »
hotel anr discussed Rewald's
Rf“’ to provide a cover for

chardson. It was at that meet
ing that Rewald signed a secrecy
:ar;omom with the CIA, Mason

Despite Rewald's pravious
clearance t the Honolulu
office 1o hear secret informs-
tion, Masop said, he had Rewald
:!lg: the oath #0 that he could

lose information about Rich-
ardson to Rewald apd because
Mason il was undercover at
the time. .

He also told Rewald that he
would have to go through anotb-
er security clearance. Rewald
said he was s ised 0 hear
that and said be had pever gone
through a “formal clearance
Pr ure.”

!
|

for \ed to the cover
up to 4 year,

But a lew iater, Mason
sajd, Rewald and said he

did not want a8 background
check run op N.:a Rewald ex-
lained that he had been named
n the newspapers previously as
one of the students who spied
for the CIA an campuses in the
1960s. He said a formal back-
round check might creste “un.
‘avonbk attention and publici-
. y‘ll
Had the check been made, the
ClA would bave learned of Re-
wald's theft couvicton o Wis
consin, that be had led about
being a successful businesman
mg 8 graduate of Marquette
v B
Because the Richardson cover
was needed immediately, Mason
sgreed %0 ask the CIA security
office to walve the formal back-

grouad check and keep the
check within the agency.

]

AS A RESULT. the only check
made was (0 cobtact lmmm
and to rup Rewalds name
through the national ngmi
computers. The computer chec
did not turn up tbe misdemean-
or copviction and Kindschi oniy
passed on bac d informa:
;"iit.;!l'l1 that Rewald bad-givea to
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